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abbreviation of which would be a great advantage.
In such cases the Legislature, observing the tendency
to change and perceiving that in the end it would be
brought about, could most usefully terminate the
existing uncertainty by making the change an accom-
plished fact. The existing law concerning the
rights of married women is in large measure the
fruit of legislation of this character. The ancient
doctrine that during coverture the person and
existence of the wife were merged in her husband,
that her personal property, choses in action, and the
income of her realty belonged to him, was -firmly
established in the law down to a period not very
distant and involved many harsh consequences.
Advancing civilisation and refinement many years ago
began to exhibit themselves in the better treatment
of women. The courts of equity, always the first to
catch the growing spirit of humanity and justice,
favoured this progress by extending a larger measure
of protection to them than was allowed in courts
of law, and finally the Legislature, foreseeing the
results at which the tendencies of society were aim-
ing, by numerous statutory enactments, gave married
women the right to appeal to courts of law, and
preserved for them after marriage substantially the
rights of unmarried women.

Another occasion for legislative action such as I
am now describing is found where incongruities
have arisen in consequence of unharmonious action
between the laws as enacted and customs sanctioned
as lawful by the courts. The celebrated English
Statute of Wills is illustrative here. There was in